Immunologic responses to therapy in allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis: serum IgE value as an indicator and predictor of disease activity.
Two patients, a child and an adult, with allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis were studied over an 18-month period. Initially elevated total serum IgE levels fell during prednisone therapy and rose prior to and during an exacerbation. Total serum IgG fell with therapy, whereas the values of IgA and IgM remained constant. Specific IgG and IgE values against Aspergillus fumigatus as measured by radioimmunoassay were elevated in both patients. Specific IgE values increased in each patient prior to exacerbation, whereas specific IgG values increased in only one patient at the time of exacerbation. Immunologic evaluation may provide an assessment of disease activity of prospective value.